
Agriculture Products 

     The early arrivals in California often brought 

plant cuttings with them so they could get a garden 

started and it did not take long before businesses 

started up where fruit trees and other plants could 

be purchased. One of them in San Andreas was ran 

by Mr. Pittman1 and another by Joseph Kerns at his 

Murray Creek Ranch where he sold not only fruit 

trees but also roses, berry bushes, gooseberries and 

grape vines.2 

 

     Several citizens were being recognized for the crops they 

grew in their home gardens. Saloon keeper Charles Faville was 

growing gooseberries and other fruits. James Finney grew 

peaches and Jack O’Connell grew super large strawberries.  In 

1858 James Kerns grew a beet that weighed about 25 pounds 

and was over 2 foot in length.3  
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    By 1877 a machine to dry fruit was installed in a 

building in San Andreas and was highly successful.4 

In the first year of operation, 200,000 lbs of dried 

fruit was shipped to England from the plant5. By 

1879 the Alden Fruit Drying company had increased 

their output to 300,000 lbs of dried fruit shipped to 

England6 and there was talk of expanding into 

Tuolumne County7.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Stockton Daily Independent 12/26/1857: Pittman’s fruit trees 

2. Stockton Daily Independent 1/15/1859: Murray Creek Nursery 

3. California Farmer 12/3/1858: Giant sugar beet. 

4. Tuolumne Independent 9/29/1877: Fruit needed  

5. Grass Valley Union 10/19/1877: 200,000 lbs of dried fruit 

6. Placer Herald 10/25/1879: 300,000 lbs of dried fruit 

7. Pacific Rural Press 4/20/1878: Aldens to expand 




